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had to be satisfied with an annual pension for life equal to
the income they had estimated for themselves.

Apart from the iltizam or taxable lands, there were the
private farms, or wissieh lands, for the personal use of the
Multazims. These wissieh lands were left in the hands of their
masters if they had been loyal; if not, as was the case with
the Multazims of Upper Egypt who rose against Mohammed
Ali, the wissieh lands were also appropriated.

Another category of lands was that held in mortmain, or
the wakf land endowed by its proprietors for pious deeds.
Such lands could not be alienated by sale or purchase, and
formed a good part of the total area; for people found in the
system of wakf a guarantee against confiscation by the
Government or dispersion by posterity. These lands were
gqperally administered by sheikhs and ulemas under the title
of Nazirs. Mohammed Ali decided to relieve the Nazirs of
their duties and to take over the administration of the wakf
lands. He also undertook to discharge all the pious deeds
stipulated by the wakf donors.

Thus Mohammed Ali became the tenant-in-chief of prac-
tically all the cultivable land in the country, a position which
brought him into direct contact with the fellaheen. Taking
advantage of this position, he started what was in fact both
an agrarian and a social revolution. Each fellah was given a
portion of land from three to five feddans in extent to live
on and benefit by its usufruct, the Sultan (in theory) being
the sole owner of the land. Each was supplied with the re-
quired implements, animals and seeds for sowing the land.
The governors of the provinces and districts were to deter-
mine the area and the crop to be cultivated in a given zone.
It was also the duty of the officers of the government to evalu-
ate all the harvests at the Government's price with a view to
determining the land tax, and leaving the balance, usually
about one-sixth of the produce, for the personal use of the
fellah. The harvests were then removed to Government ware-
houses, where they were stored until the opportune moment
came for disposing of the produce ia local or foreign markets.
Although the fellaheen had no rijfht to sell, mortgage, in-
herit or bequeath their land property, this step taken by
Mohammed Ali was the prelude to the right of private owner-